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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: OEXC PL 

SUBJECT: CULTURAL PRESENTATIONS (CU/ARTS): MANHATTAN THEATRE 
PROJECT (MTP) 

REF: STATE 120539 

1. AT LEAST 400 PEOPLE JAMMED THEMSELVES INTO AN ATTIC THEATER 
DESIGNED TO SEAT NO MORE THAN 350 TO SEE THE FIRST OF TWO 
PERFORMANCES GIVEN IN WARSAW BY THE MANHATTAN THEATRE PROJECT. 
PARTICIPANTS IN THE ITI FESTIVAL, THE MTP PRESENTED THEIR VERSION 

OF LEWIS CARROLL'S "ALICE IN WONDERLAND ". TO THE AMERICANS 
PRESENT IT WAS QUITE CLEAR THAT THE AUDIENCE ASSEMBLED WAS NOT A 
TYPICAL WARSAW THEATRE AUDIENCE. IT WAS OBVIOUSLY YOUNGER THAN 
AVERAGE, EVEN FOR WARSAW'S ESTABLISHED EXPERIMENTAL THEATRES, AND 
IT KNEW ENOUGH ENGLISH TO UNDERSTAND EVEN SOME OF THE PUNS WITH 
WHICH CARROLL AND MTP LIBERALLY SALT THEIR WORK. 

2. THE ONLY REGRET EXPRESSED HERE IS THAT THE COMPANY WAS ABLE TO 
PERFORM ONLY TWICE. A CURTAIN CALL WAS FORCED FROM A COMPANY THAT 
DOES NOT TAKE BOWS BY PROLONGED AND ENTHUSIASTIC APPLAUSE. THIS 
ATTESTS TO THE FACT THAT THE MTP WAS SUCCESSFUL IN REACHING A 
YOUNG AND EAGER AUDIENCE OF THEATRE PROFESSIONALS, NOT OFTEN 
REACHED BY AMERICAN THEATRE AND SUCCEEDED, ALSO, IN IMPRESSING 
THEM WITH THE VITALITY OF AMERICAN EXPERIMENTAL THEATRE. 

3. MTP DIRECTOR ANDRE GREGORY HAS REMAINED IN POLAND TO PARTI- 
CIPATE IN A WORKSHOP HEADED BY POLISH DIRECTOR JERZY GROTOWSKI 
AT THE TEATRE LABORATORIUM IN WROCLAW. THE REST OF THE COMPANY 
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HAS NOW RETURNED TO THE US. 
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